
Building
Walka



Key Inquiry Question
What materials and 

equipment did the engineers 
and workers use to build the 

Water Works? 



Newspaper Report- 1883

The newspaper report on the following pages 
gives details of the progress and conditions at 
Walka.  

Task: As a class, read the article and summarise. 
Research any unfamiliar terms.

*Teacher/s may like to ask comprehension questions to check student understanding.





Taken from: 
Maitland 

Mercury and 
Hunter River 

General 
Advertiser 

(NSW : 1843 -
1893), 

Thursday 26 
July 1883, 

page 4



Due to the time period, there are only a few photos of Walka Water 
Works being built. It was built when the Australian colony was only 
around one hundred years old. 

Work consisted of hard, manual labour. Many areas required digging 
large holes and tunnels. There were no machines to do the work like 
there is today. The workers had to dig by hand, using picks and shovels. 
They relied on horse and cattle power to do the work that machines 
would do today. A large number of men worked on the Walka Water 
Works scheme. The article mentioned that some men lived on site with 
their families in tents. 

Task: Discuss and record why there was a need for the workers and 
their families to live on site?

Building…



Photos…
Task: Study the following photos and fill in the 
Venn diagram to compare and contrast building 
methods from then and now.



Laying pipes



Filter bed construction 1 



Filter bed construction 2 



Reservoir construction 



Building Methods

Then Now



Key Inquiry Question
What were the main 

features needed to run 
Walka Water Works?



Walka Water Works site

Copy and paste the links below into a search engine to watch 
two videos showing the main features of the site. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10Jco8mfnPE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ljZNtIzICM4

What did you see? Task: Make a list on the next slide…

These photos are screenshots from YouTube. Delete if not appropriate.
It won’t make any difference to this slide.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10Jco8mfnPE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ljZNtIzICM4


What did you see?



Task: Based on the video, can you 
assemble the floor plan of the main 
buildings? (You might need to watch 
the video again)

WORKSHOP
(1887)

BOILER ROOM
(1913)  

*now pavers

BOILER ROOM
(1887) 

PUMPHOUSE
WEST ANNEX

(1913)

EAST 
ANNEX 
(1892)

CHIMNEY 
(1887)

PUMPHOUSE
(1887)



Map of the 
main buildings

Were
you

close?



How Did it Work?

https://www.maitland.nsw.gov.au/our-
services/community/education-
programs/heritage-education-

programs/walka-water-works-education-
programs/walka-for-teachers

Copy and paste the link below into a 
search engine. Go to- Teaching 
Resources, then ”How Did it Work?” 
Read the overview on pages 2 and 3 to 
learn about the operations at Walka.

https://www.maitland.nsw.gov.au/our-services/community/education-programs/heritage-education-programs/walka-water-works-education-programs/walka-for-teachers




Small Group Task
Students are to read about their feature 
in the “How Did it Work?” document to 
begin. They may wish to complete extra 
research to deepen their understanding. 



Main Pump 
House

Boiler Room Chimney Eastern 
Extension

Western Pump 
House

Workshop Settling Tank Filter Beds Clear Water 
Tank

Reservoir

Table to allocate main features to groups



Main Features of Walka
The main features of Walka Water Works can 
be viewed on the following pages. Images may be 
used in PowerPoint Presentations or Green 
Screen Films. Students may wish to present a 
report, pretending they are in of front of the 
building or structure.  



Main Pump House-1887  



Boiler
Room-
1887



Chimney- 1887



Eastern Extension to Pump House- 1892



Western Pump House- 1913



Workshop- 1887



Settling Tank- 1887



Filter Beds- 1887, 1908, 1913



Clear Water Tank- 1887



Reservoir- 1887



Tanks and Filter 
Beds layout-

including 
construction years



Heritage Listed Industrial Complex
Walka Water Works was shut down in 1931.

In 1976 Walka was classified by the National Trust and 
recognised as one of the largest and most intact 19th 
century industrial complexes in the Hunter Valley. 

In 1984 a trust was formed to reopen the site and 
restore the waterworks complex.

Task: Why is it important to conserve historic sites        
such as the Walka Water Works? 



Walka Today
Walka Water Works is now known as 
'Walka Recreation and Wildlife Reserve’ and 
is managed by Maitland City Council.

To view the brochure which gives details of 
all activities go to:  
file:///Users/alisonwood/Downloads/walka_
a4_brochure_final_1%20(4).pdf

Task: Who has been to Walka? What 
activities did you do?
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