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19 March 2018 
Our Ref: 171057 
 
 
 
Katrina Stankowski 
A/Senior Team Leader 
Regional Heritage Assessments 
North Heritage Division 
Office of Environment and Heritage  
Level 6, 10 Valentine Avenue 
PARRAMATTA NSW 2150 
 
by email: lucy.hampton@environment.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
Dear Katrina 
 
St James Church, Morpeth (SHR 01979) - Entry Porch 
 
In response to your recent correspondence dated 24 January 2018, we have reviewed our proposed colour 
scheme specifically in relation to the use of Dulux Domino. 
 
Our review process included conducting a preliminary paint scrape of the front entry door. This revealed only 
two layers of paint, both in the same colour, assumed to be originally Indian Red. No evidence of earlier paint 
layers was found. Similar results were achieved investigating moulding around the door. Our review also re-
visited historical documentation for the church, however no confirmation of earlier (or any) colour schemes was 
found. Based on the memory of parishioners, it appears that the current paint scheme may date to works 
undertaken following the 1989 Newcastle Earthquake, however previous colours cannot be recalled. 
 
Following the above results, we photographed the entry porch floor tiles and matched these colours by eye and 
using digital methods (Dulux colour matching; Photoshop). We also investigated colours existing in the stained 
glass windows in the porch. These two avenues of investigation identified a range of colours based on existing 
fabric. 
 
A desktop review of the history of colour in the Anglican Church revealed the significance of blue, purple, white, 
gold, green, red and black. Cross-referencing this with investigation on site, as above, the colour blue seemed 
an appropriate choice. Blue is recognised as a significant liturgical colour representative of spiritual healing and 
authority in the Anglican faith. 
 
The existing fabric of the entry porch currently contains several areas of blue. The leadlight window design 
incorporates two significant figures associated St James Church and the Morpeth region, both wearing blue 
formal dress. The stained glass window (Figure 2) depicts Bishop William Tyrrell, an iconic figure of Morpeth 
who became the first Bishop of Newcastle in 1847 and who regarded St James’ as his parish. Clad in a blue tippet, 
this coloured garment confirmed the wearer as a figure of authority and a licensed reader within the church. 
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Similarly in the opposite window, George Stanton, third Bishop of Newcastle, is also portrayed wearing a blue 
tippet. 
 
The existing encaustic floor tiles in the porch include tones of deep blue throughout, which complement details 
of the stained glass. 
 
It is our intention, and our brief from the parish, that any proposed new paint colour should reinvigorate the 
presentation of the church. We feel that a regal blue will achieve this and will retain the graceful nature of the 
church, while having a foundation in the physical and social history of the place.  
 
The colour extracted from the tiles is proposed to be created in store according to the provided RGB, determined 
digitally and based on our photography. This would ensure the proposed finish matches the internal details of 
the porch and church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
Extracts of existing floor tiles, St James Church Morpeth.  

Figure 2 
Stained glass leadlight windows, entry porch, St James Church Morpeth. 
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We trust you agree with our process of investigation and the outcome, and will be comfortable in approving 
the use of this mid-colour blue in the reinvigoration of the entry to St James Church. 
 
 
Sincerely 

 
Linda Babic 
Registered Architect NSW ARBN 6869, AIA, APT, A.ICOMOS 
B.A., B.Sc., B.Arch., M.Herit.Cons. 
 
 
 

Figure 3 
Proposed blue, entry porch door, St James Church Morpeth.  
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Ms Linda Babic 
Heritas Architecture 
PO Box 1078 
HAMILTON NSW 2303 
 
Send by email: Katie Glanville, katie@heritas.com.au 
 
 
Dear Ms Babic 

St James’ Anglican Church Group, Tank Street, Morpeth (SHR No.  01979) 

I write in response to your letter of 19 March 2018 regarding the Section 60 application (s60/2017/255), 
approved as Delegate of the Heritage Council of NSW on 24 January 2018, for the abovementioned site. 
I write regarding Condition 2: Painting. 
 
I understand that as part of the research into alternative colour schemes that could suit the historic site, 
Heritas Architecture undertook an investigation of the original colour scheme of St James’ Anglican 
Church via paint scrapings. Based on this investigation the site has been historically painted Indian Red 
(or equivalent colour). 
 
Based on this information, the Heritage Council is unlikely to support an alternative, inconsistent colour 
scheme if evidence demonstrates that the site has historically been painted Indian Red. The Heritage 
Council would support repainting of the existing painted elements of the church building in the original 
colour scheme as this type of work would serve as general maintenance and conservation of the heritage 
item. 
 
I would also like to note the potentially mismatched painting scheme demonstrated in the Heritas 
architectural drawings, C01-C09 dated July 2017. 
 
• Drawing C03, C04 & C06, internal porch door – the door reveal and architrave to be painted blue 

but door leaf to remain unpainted timber. 
• Drawing C05, external windows – glazing bars of arched window to be painted Dulux Whisper 

White and window frames to be painted blue. Upper round window (bars and frame to be painted 
Whisper White). 

 
Specifically, it is considered that a blue window and a white window on the primary façade will look 
inconsistent - the windows should match in colour scheme. The abovementioned colour schemes are 
likely to have an adverse impact on the appearance of the church and are unlikely to be supported by the 
Heritage Council. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the above matter please contact Lucy Hampton, Senior Heritage 
Operations Officer at the Heritage Division, OEH on (02) 9873 8535 or 
lucy.hampton@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Yours sincerely 

02/05/2015 
KATRINA STANKOWSKI 
A/Senior Team Leader, Regional Heritage Assessments, North 
Heritage Division 
Office of Environment 
As Delegate of the Heritage Council of NSW 
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